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• Reporting requirements for geophysical data
• Resource Regulations
• Yellow Book
• Dispensation from reporting

• Release of data
• Regulations historically
• Current regulations
• Changes in the way release of data is practiced



The Petroleum Act

§10-4 Material and information concerning 
the petroleum activities

• Framework for reporting 
• Applies to anyone generating information 

regarding petroleum activity
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Act 29 November 1996 No. 72 relating to petroleum activities - The 
Norwegian Petroleum Directorate (npd.no)

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
The Petroleum Act gives us a lot of power. Entitled to to all the information generated as a result of oil and gas activities on the NCS.  

We don’t want everyting to be reported to us. Way to much data for us to manage. Specify in our regulations what should be reported to us routinly. Everything else (which provides relevant info about the petroleum activities) should be kept by the license.

https://www.npd.no/en/regulations/acts/act-29-november-1996-no2.-72-relating-to-petroleum-activities/#Section-10-4
https://www.npd.no/en/regulations/acts/act-29-november-1996-no2.-72-relating-to-petroleum-activities/#Section-10-4


Petroleum Regulations – Section 55
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Resource Regulations Section 25
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Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Highlevel description of what the report of geophysical data



Resource Regulations Section 25
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Resource Regulations Section 26
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Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Interpreted geophysical data is not subject to mandatory reporting pursuant to this Section, but the Norwegian Offshore Directorate may, through individual administrative decision, require that such data be submitted. 



The Yellow Book
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• Naming conventions

• Reporting requirements – in more detail

• New chapter 9 – Duty of confidentiality

• Appendices – Example of headers, formats etc.

• Table S1 – Structure and file names of data to be 
reported to Diskos

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Geophysical data – seismic data, grav/mag data, EM-data and non-seismic acoustic surveys (sonar etc).

Naming conventions:
- Naming of surveys, seismic lines, seismic projects, reprosessing projects, merged datasets etc. 

Reporting requirements:
- Exchange formats
- Information on how to report the various datatypes – field data, pre-stack, post stack and velocity



Dispensation for reporting field and pre-stack data
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• The guidelines for the resource regulations says:

• In practice, only spec companies are granted this dipensation



Release of data

• The NOD can only release data which
has been reported to us

• Channels where we make data 
available:
• NOD Factpages/Factmaps
• Diskos
• einnsyn
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Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Since we are a government organisation, we are required to make our journals avialable to the public on the internet (re. Offentlighetsloven/Freedom of information act). eInnsyn is a joint publishing service for these journals, where anyone can search for documents from government agencies and request access. Requests sent to the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate via eInnsyn will be treated as petitions for access. NPD are required to process there and if access is denied, we have to have a reason for doing so. Refer to a relevant section in the regulations. Sometimes only parts of a document are confidential – we will “sladde”.



Petroleum Regulations §85 - Procedures and duty of 
secrecy

• Applies to information on geological, 
reservoir engineering and 
production/injection aspects (i.e. geodata)
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Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Confidentiality periods for geodata are governed – Petroleum Regulation § 85. 



Petroleum Regulations §85

• Applies to information on geological, 
reservoir engineering and 
production/injection aspects (i.e. geodata)

• The confidentiality periods
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Petroleum Regulations §85

• Applies to information information on 
geological, reservoir engineering and 
production/injection aspects (i.e. geodata)

• The confidentiality periods

• The NOD may on application prolong or 
shorten the period for duty of secrecy (but 
not for trade secrets)
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Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
What is a trade secret? 

Public administration act § 13:
Technical devices and procedures, as well as operational or business matters which for competition reasons it is important to keep secret in the interests of the person whom the information concerns.
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Pre-
1991 1991 2021 2023

Confidentiality periods:
• 20 years – interpreted data 

and commercially available
data

• 5 years - other data 

Trade secrets (forretningshemmeligheter) are confidential for 20 years
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Pre-1991 1991 2021 2023

Confidentiality periods:
• 2 years – license data
• 5 years – data from open areas (non-commercial)
• 10 years – data not owned by a license
• 20 years – interpreted data
• Non-interpreted data released upon relinquishment

Trade secrets (forretningshemmeligheter) are confidential for 20 years

Confidentiality periods:
• 20 years – interpreted data 

and commercially available
data

• 5 years - other data

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Remained unchanged for almost 30 years
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Pre-1991 1991 2021 2023

• Major revision of the Resource Regulation

• Clarification of «commercially available» data

2012

Trade secrets (forretningshemmeligheter) are confidential for 20 years

Confidentiality periods:
• 2 years – license data
• 5 years – data from open areas (non-commercial)
• 10 years – data not owned by a license
• 20 years – interpreted data
• Non-interpreted data released upon relinquishment

Confidentiality periods:
• 20 years – interpreted data 

and commercially available
data

• 5 years - other data

2016

Significant versions



Changes in the Resource Regulations

• Seismic field data and prestack data 
to be reported

• More versions of post-stack data to 
be reported
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2012

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Pre-2012: only the full offset dataset with all versions (raw stack, raw mig og final mig) was reported.



Changes in the Resource Regulations

• The spec companies opposed to the
changes (reporting of field and pre-
stack data)

• The authorities decided to give the
spec companies the option to apply
for dispensation for reporting
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2012

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Grant them dispensation under the condition that they store the data in safe manner and of course that they are made available to the authorities upon request and they are commercially available to ervyone.



Clarification of «commercially available data»

• NOD letter sent to the industry 1.11.2012

• Clarification of the term:
“Commercially available data will be data that is only acquired for the purpose of submitting the 
data for sale to a third party. It is a precondition that the data must be commercially available from 
the time when they are available to the owner. Data acquired for internal use in one or more 
production licences are not considered “commercially available”

• Applies to both seismic data and well data
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2012

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
A «loop hole» in the regulations. Oil/gas-companies could report their seismic data as commercially available and therefore get 10 years confidentiality period in stead of 2 or 5 years. In 2012 the NPD decides that we had to do something about this, and we sent out a letter to the industry clarifing was we ment by commercially available data. 



Clarification of «commercially available data»     
- Consequences

• Short term:
• oil/gas companies could no longer report their seismic data as commercially available

• Long term:
• More spec data, less data acquired by oil/gas companies or license groups 
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2012

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
A lot of the oil companies were not very happy with this change of practice.



Significant versions

• In 2015, the NOD got access to the
significant versions from the oil 
companies
• In 2016, many of the datasets were
released
• 17 companies applied to prolong the
confidentiality period to 20 years. This 
was accepted.
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2016

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Diskos – possible to store «private data», not grant NOD access. Not an option any longer. 

Significant versions from the spec companies – still not released



22

Pre-1991 1991 2021 2023
2012

Interpreted data from 
relinquishment reports to 
be released

Trade secrets (forretningshemmeligheter) are confidential for 20 years

Confidentiality periods:
• 2 years – license data
• 5 years – data from open area (non-commercial)
• 10 years – data not owned by a license
• 20 years – interpreted data
• Non-interpreted data released upon relinquishment

• Major revision of the Resource Regulation

• Clarification of «commercially available» data

Confidentiality periods:
• 20 years – interpreted data 

and commercially available
data

• 5 years - other data



Relinquishment reports 

• Interpreted data in status reports 
(«relinquishement reports») to be 
released

• Also affected reports from before
2021

• Result: approx. 600 reports have 
been released and are available on
the NOD Factpages

23

2021



Relinquishment reports – Seismic images

• How to treat seismic images 
(multiclient data) in these report?

• Legal assessment of confidentiality

• Private agreements cannot 
undermine the regulations
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2021

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Oil companies – you can’t release these data. We have licesesed these data from and there are strick rules releated to confidentiality in the agreements we have with the multiclient companies. They argued that these data were sensitive and should be treated as trade secrets (forretningshemmeligheter) and have 20 years confidentiality,

Our legal team did an assessment of this and concluded that this data is not a trade secret. 

The information in question here, an image of a seismic line, is of limited scope and of such a nature that it cannot be used further for commercial purposes. This is supported by the fact that the images also do not contain georeferences in the form of navigation data and depth data. The information cannot therefore be regarded as information of competitive importance to be kept secret.

The authorities' regulations on reporting and confidentiality will take precedence over agreements entered into between private parties. It is the oil companies’ responsibility that contracts they have with 3rd parties are in line with current regulations for reporting and confidentiality. Such agreements cannot undermine the regulations. 
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Pre-1994 1994 2021 2023

2012

Interpreted data from 
relinquishment reports to 
be released

Guidelines for interpreted data

2022

Trade secrets (forretningshemmeligheter) are confidential for 20 years

Confidentiality periods:
• 2 years – license data
• 5 years – data from open area (non-commercial)
• 10 years – data not owned by a license
• 20 years – interpreted data
• Non-interpreted data released upon relinquishment

• Major revision of the Resource Regulation

• Clarification of «commercially available» data

Confidentiality periods:
• 20 years – interpreted data 

and commercially available
data

• 5 years - other data

2016

Significant versions



Guidelines for interpreted data - Definition

«Med tolkede data menes produkter som er resultat av en skjønnsmessig faglig 
vurdering som danner grunnlag for beslutninger i utvinningstillatelsen. Som tolkede 
data anses ikke prosesserte geofysiske data og målte brønndata eller en 
fremstilling av disse.»

With interpreted data we mean products that are a result of a discretionary
professional assessment that forms the basis for decisions in a production license. 
The definition of interpreted data does not include processed geophysical data or 
measured wellbore data, or the creation of such data (unofficial translation).
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2022

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
Long process internally in the NPD to define this term. This was also something the companies commented on in the hearing back in 2010, that is was unclear what was ment by interpreted data and that the authorites should define this term in the regulrations. So voila – 12 years later we finally came up with this definition. I can also mention that we involved the oil companies in the process to make this definition. In 2021 we had several workshop and we also got written feedback from several companies.
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Pre-1991 1991 2021 2023
2012

Interpreted data from 
relinquishment reports to 
be released

Guidelines for interpreted data

2022

Confidentiality periods:
• 5 years - interpreted data
• 10 years - commercially available data
• 2 years - other data
• Reliquishment: interpreted data released

one year after relinquishment

Trade secrets (forretningshemmeligheter) are confidential for 20 years

Confidentiality periods:
• 2 years – license data
• 5 years – data from open area (non-commercial)
• 10 years – data not owned by a license
• 20 years – interpreted data
• Non-interpretedd data released upon

relinquishment

• Major revision of the Resource Regulation

• Clarification of «commercially available» data

Confidentiality periods:
• 20 years – interpreted data 

and commercially available
data

• 5 years - other data

Significant versions

2016



Change of the Petroleum Regulation 1.1.2023

• 5 years confidentiality for interpreted data

• 1 year confidentiality for interpreted data in relinquished areas (from point of
relinquishment)

• Transitional arrangement: existing interpreted data (except data for relinquished
areas) will be kept confidential up till 5 years after the regulation came into force

• 10 years for commercially available data (unchanged)

• 2 years confidentiality for «øvrige data» (= not commercially available and non-
interpreted data)
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2023



Spec data in reprocessing/merges – Change of
practice

Pre-2023:

• Reprocessing/merges done by an oil 
company based on spec data was
confidential for 10 years based on
the date of the new
reprocessed/merged dataset

From 2023:

• Reprocessing/merges done by an oil 
company based on spec data is 
confidential for 2 years, however:
• The confidentiality period will be at 

least as long as underlying dataset
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2023

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
New practice also affects data going back in time, but the NPD has not had the capacity to update with new release dates in Diskos, so there is a back log.



Example - Reprocessing of spec data
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Original spec data Reprocessed dataset
made by oil company

2012 2023

To be released in 2025

Confidentiality period = 2 years



Example - Reprocessing of spec data
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Original spec data Reprocessed dataset
made by oil company

2018 2023

To be released in 2028

Confidentiality period = 6 years



Example - Merges using spec data
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Original spec data Merged dataset made by 
oil company

2018

2023

To be released in 2031

Confidentiality period = 8 years
2013

2021

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
The NPD can also clip the data if only parts of the merge is spec data



THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION

NORWEGIAN OFFSHORE DIRECTORATE

+47 51 87 60 00
postboks@sodir.no

SODIR.NO/EN
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Elin Aabø
elin.aabo@sodir.no

https://www.facebook.com/oljedirektoratet
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-norwegian-petroleum-directorate/
https://twitter.com/oljedir
https://www.instagram.com/oljedirektoratet/
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