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The Utsira Formation represents a huge sedimentary depositional system in the northern North Sea (about 450 km long and sand

—Top Oligodene trluncation

90 km wide) comprising one large sandy depo-center (250-300 m in the southern Viking Graben) and an area with 80-100 m I
thick sandy deposits in the northern Viking Graben. The western central area comprises a large deltaic system which prograded
eastwards in the Early and Middle Miocene, but where Late Miocene - Early Pliocene sediments (Utsira Formation) are thin or
absent. Far to the north, in the Tampen area, the Utsira Formation is represented by a thin glauconitic unit overlying Oligocene
strata and deposited close to the Miocene-Pliocene transition. This member is thought to cap the main Utsira Formation sands
in the north-eastern part of the basin (Profile 2, Rundberg & Eidvin 2005, Eidvin & Rundberg 2007). Within the Tampen area the
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glauconitic member is locally absent and Upper Pliocene deposits lie unconformably on Paleogene sediments, e.g. in the Tordis
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Field area (Eidvin 2009 and Eidvin & @verland 2009). We suggest dividing the Utsira Formation into three members, viz. South-
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ern Utsira Member, Northern Utsira Member and a Glauconitic Utsira Member in the northernmost part (see Fig. 21). In the same
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Fig. 12. Geochronology of all studied wells including the 16 wells with the Utsira Formation.
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